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The visitor retorted that these dictators wisely refrain
from using force, but simply take possession of what they
want. In the circumstances what can non-violent resist-
ers do ?

"Suppose," replied Gandhiji, "they come and
Dccupy mines, factories and all sources of natural wealth
belonging to the Czechs, then the following results can
take place : (1) The Czechs may be annihilated for disobe-
dience to orders. That would be a glorious victory for the
Czechs and the beginning of the fall of Germany. (2) The
Czechs might become demoralized in the presence of over-
whelming force. This is a result common in all struggles.
But if demoralization does take place, it would not be on
account of non-violence, but it would be due to absence
Dr inadequacy of non-violence. (3) The third thing that
2an take place is that Germany might use her new posses-
sions for occupation by her surplus population. This,
again, could not be avoided by offering violent resistance,
for we have assumed that violent resistance is out of the
question. Thus non-violent resistance is the best method
under all conceivable circumstances.
Harijan, 24-12-'38

Herr Hitler is but one man enjoying no more than
the average span of life. He would be a spent force, if
he had not the backing of his people. I do not despair of
his responding to human suffering even though caused by
him. But I must refuse to believe that the Germans as
a nation have no heart or markedly less than the other
nations of the earth. They will some day or other rebel
against their own adored hero, if he does not wake up
betimes.
An armed conflict may bring disaster to German
arms; it cannot change the German heart even as the last""